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R303.4 Ventilation. Ventilation air rates shall be in compli-
ance with the California Mechanical Code.

R303.5 Opening location. Outdoor intake and exhaust open-
ings shall be located in accordance with Sections R303.5.1
and R303.5.2.

R303.5.1 Intake openings. Mechanical and gravity out-
door air intake openings shall be located not less than 10
feet (3048 mm) from any hazardous or noxious contami-
nant, such as vents, chimneys, plumbing vents, streets,
alleys, parking lots and loading docks.

For the purpose of this section, the exhaust from dwell-
ing unit toilet rooms, bathrooms and kitchens shall not be
considered as hazardous or noxious.

Exceptions:

1. The 10-foot (3048 mm) separation is not required
where the intake opening is located 3 feet (914
mm) or greater below the contaminant source. 

2. Vents and chimneys serving fuel-burning appli-
ances shall be terminated in accordance with the
applicable provisions of Chapters 18 and 24.

3. Clothes dryer exhaust ducts shall be terminated in
accordance with Section M1502.3.

R303.5.2 Exhaust openings. Exhaust air shall not be
directed onto walkways.

R303.6 Outside opening protection. Air exhaust and intake
openings that terminate outdoors shall be protected with cor-
rosion-resistant screens, louvers or grilles having an opening
size of not less than 1/4 inch (6 mm) and a maximum opening
size of 1/2 inch (13 mm), in any dimension. Openings shall be
protected against local weather conditions. Outdoor air
exhaust and intake openings shall meet the provisions for
exterior wall opening protectives in accordance with this
code.

R303.7 Interior stairway illumination. Interior stairways
shall be provided with an artificial light source to illuminate
the landings and treads. The light source shall be capable of
illuminating treads and landings to levels of not less than 1
foot-candle (11 lux) as measured at the center of treads and
landings. There shall be a wall switch at each floor level to
control the light source where the stairway has six or more
risers.

Exception: A switch is not required where remote, central
or automatic control of lighting is provided.

R303.8 Exterior stairway illumination. Exterior stairways
shall be provided with an artificial light source located at the
top landing of the stairway. Exterior stairways providing

access to a basement from the outdoor grade level shall be
provided with an artificial light source located at the bottom
landing of the stairway.

R303.8.1 Sunroom additions. Required glazed openings
shall be permitted to open into sunroom additions or patio
covers that abut a street, yard or court if in excess of 40
percent of the exterior sunroom walls are open, or are
enclosed only by insect screening, and the ceiling height
of the sunroom is not less than 7 feet (2134 mm).  

R303.8.1.1 Passive solar energy collectors. When a
passive solar energy collector is designed as a condi-
tioned area it shall comply with the California Energy
Code. Nonconditioned passive solar energy collectors
are exempt from the California Energy Code.

R303.9 Required heating. Where the winter design tempera-
ture in Table R301.2(1) is below 60°F (16°C), every dwelling
unit shall be provided with heating facilities capable of main-
taining a room temperature of not less than 68°F (20°C) at a
point 3 feet (914 mm) above the floor and 2 feet (610 mm)
from exterior walls in habitable rooms at the design tempera-
ture. The installation of one or more portable space heaters
shall not be used to achieve compliance with this section.

Note: See Section R301.1.1.1 for limited-density owner-
built rural dwellings.

SECTION R304
MINIMUM ROOM AREAS

R304.1 Minimum area. Habitable rooms shall have a floor
area of not less than 70 square feet (6.5 m2).

Exceptions: Kitchens.

R304.2 Minimum dimensions. Habitable rooms shall be not
less than 7 feet (2134 mm) in any horizontal dimension.

Exceptions: 

1. Kitchens.

2. Limited-density owner-built rural dwellings. See
Section R301.1.1.1.

R304.3 Height effect on room area. Portions of a room with
a sloping ceiling measuring less than 5 feet (1524 mm) or a
furred ceiling measuring less than 7 feet (2134 mm) from the
finished floor to the finished ceiling shall not be considered
as contributing to the minimum required habitable area for
that room.

R304.5 Efficiency dwelling units. (HCD 1) Unless modified
by local ordinance pursuant to Health and Safety Code
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Section 17958.1, efficiency dwelling units shall comply with
the following:

1. The unit shall have a living room of not less than 220
square feet (20.4 m2) of floor area. An additional
100 square feet (9.3 m2) of floor area shall be provided
for each occupant of such unit in excess of two.

2. The unit shall be provided with a separate closet.

3. The unit shall be provided with a kitchen sink, cooking
appliance and refrigeration facilities, each having a
clear working space of not less than 30 inches (762
mm) in front. Light and ventilation conforming to this
code shall be provided.

4. The unit shall be provided with a separate bathroom
containing a water closet, lavatory and bathtub or
shower.

SECTION R305
CEILING HEIGHT

R305.1 Minimum height. Habitable space, hallways and
portions of basements containing these spaces shall have a
ceiling height of not less than 7 feet (2134 mm). Bathrooms,
toilet rooms and laundry rooms shall have a ceiling height of
not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm).

Exceptions:

1. For rooms with sloped ceilings, the required floor
area of the room shall have a ceiling height of not
less than 5 feet (1524 mm) and not less than 50 per-
cent of the required floor area shall have a ceiling
height of not less than 7 feet (2134 mm).

2. The ceiling height above bathroom and toilet room
fixtures shall be such that the fixture is capable of
being used for its intended purpose. A shower or tub
equipped with a showerhead shall have a ceiling
height of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm)
above an area of not less than 30 inches (762 mm)
by 30 inches (762 mm) at the showerhead.

3. Beams, girders, ducts or other obstructions in base-
ments containing habitable space shall be permitted
to project to within 6 feet 4 inches (1931 mm) of the
finished floor.

R305.1.1 Basements. Portions of basements that do not
contain habitable space or hallways shall have a ceiling
height of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm).

Exception: At beams, girders, ducts or other obstruc-
tions, the ceiling height shall be not less than 6 feet 4
inches (1931 mm) from the finished floor.

SECTION R306
SANITATION

R306.1 Toilet facilities. Every dwelling unit shall be pro-
vided with a water closet, lavatory, and a bathtub or shower.

R306.2 Kitchen. Each dwelling unit shall be provided with a
kitchen area and every kitchen area shall be provided with a
sink.

R306.3 Sewage disposal. Plumbing fixtures shall be con-
nected to a sanitary sewer or to an approved private sewage
disposal system.

R306.4 Water supply to fixtures. Plumbing fixtures shall
be connected to an approved water supply. Kitchen sinks,
lavatories, bathtubs, showers, bidets, laundry tubs and
washing machine outlets shall be provided with hot and cold
water.

SECTION R307
TOILET, BATH AND SHOWER SPACES

R307.1 Space required. Fixtures shall be spaced in accor-
dance with the California Plumbing Code.

R307.2 Bathtub and shower spaces. Bathtub and shower
floors and walls above bathtubs with installed shower heads
and in shower compartments shall be finished with a nonab-
sorbent surface. Such wall surfaces shall extend to a height of
not less than 6 feet (1829 mm) above the floor.

SECTION R308
GLAZING

R308.1 Identification. Except as indicated in Section
R308.1.1 each pane of glazing installed in hazardous locations
as defined in Section R308.4 shall be provided with a manufac-
turer’s designation specifying who applied the designation,
designating the type of glass and the safety glazing standard
with which it complies, which is visible in the final installation.
The designation shall be acid etched, sandblasted, ceramic-
fired, laser etched, embossed, or be of a type that once applied
cannot be removed without being destroyed. A label shall be
permitted in lieu of the manufacturer’s designation.

Exceptions:

1. For other than tempered glass, manufacturer’s desig-
nations are not required provided that the building
official approves the use of a certificate, affidavit or
other evidence confirming compliance with this
code.

2. Tempered spandrel glass is permitted to be identi-
fied by the manufacturer with a removable paper
designation.

R308.1.1 Identification of multiple assemblies. Multipane
assemblies having individual panes not exceeding 1 square
foot (0.09 m2) in exposed area shall have not less than one
pane in the assembly identified in accordance with Section
R308.1. Other panes in the assembly shall be labeled
“CPSC 16 CFR 1201” or “ANSI Z97.1” as appropriate.

R308.2 Louvered windows or jalousies. Regular, float,
wired or patterned glass in jalousies and louvered windows
shall be not less than nominal 3/16 inch (5 mm) thick and not
more than 48 inches (1219 mm) in length. Exposed glass
edges shall be smooth.
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