
WOOD 

sides and end, unless naturally durable or preservative- 
treated wood is used. 

2304.12.2.2 Posts or columns. Posts or columns sup¬ 
porting permanent structures and supported by a con¬ 
crete or masonry slab or footing that is in direct contact 
with the earth shall be of naturally durable or preserva¬ 
tive-treated wood. 

Exception: Posts or columns that meet all of the fol¬ 
lowing: 

1. Are not exposed to the weather, or are pro¬ 
tected by a roof, eave, overhang, or other cov¬ 
ering if exposed to the weather. 

2. Are supported by concrete piers or metal ped¬ 
estals projected not less than 1 inch (25 mm) 
above the slab or deck and are separated from 
the concrete pier by an impervious moisture 
barrier. 

3. Are located not less than 8 inches (203 mm) 
above exposed earth. 

2304.12.2.3 Supporting member for permanent 
appurtenances. Naturally durable or preservative- 
treated wood shall be utilized for those portions of 
wood members that form the structural supports of 
buildings, balconies, porches or similar permanent 
building appurtenances where such members are 
exposed to the weather without adequate protection 
from a roof, eave, overhang or other covering to pre¬ 
vent moisture or water accumulation on the surface or 
at joints between members. 

Exception: Buildings located in a geographical region 
where experience has demonstrated that climatic con¬ 
ditions preclude the need to use durable materials 
where the structure is exposed to the weather. 

2304.12.2.4 Laminated timbers. The portions of 
glued-laminated timbers that form the structural sup¬ 
ports of a building or other structure and are exposed to 
weather and not fully protected from moisture by a 
roof, eave or similar covering shall be pressure treated 
with preservative or be manufactured from naturally 
durable or preservative-treated wood. 

2304.12.2.5 Supporting members for permeable 
floors and roofs. Wood structural members that sup¬ 
port moisture-permeable floors or roofs that are 
exposed to the weather, such as concrete or masonry 
slabs, shall be of naturally durable or preservative- 
treated wood unless separated from such floors or roofs 
by an impervious moisture barrier. The impervious 
moisture barrier system protecting the structure sup¬ 
porting floors shall provide positive drainage of water 
that infiltrates the moisture-permeable floor topping. 

2304.12.2.6 Ventilation beneath balcony or elevated 
walking surfaces. Enclosed framing in exterior balco¬ 
nies and elevated walking surfaces that are exposed to 
rain, snow or drainage from irrigation shall be provided 
with openings that provide a net free cross-ventilation 
area not less than V150 of the area of each separate 

space. 

2304.12.3 Wood in contact with the ground or fresh 
water. Wood used in contact with exposed earth shall be 
naturally durable for both decay and termite resistance or 
preservative treated in accordance with AWPA U1 for soil 
or fresh water use. 

Exception: Untreated wood is permitted where such 
wood is continuously and entirely below the ground- 
water level or submerged in fresh water. 

2304.12.3.1 Posts or columns. Posts and columns that 
are supporting permanent structures and embedded in 
concrete that is exposed to the weather or in direct con¬ 
tact with the earth shall be of preservative-treated 
wood. 

2304.12.4 Termite protection. In geographical areas 
where hazard of termite damage is known to be very 
heavy, wood floor framing in the locations specified in 
Section 2304.12.1.1 and exposed framing of exterior 
decks or balconies shall be of naturally durable species 
(termite resistant) or preservative treated in accordance 
with AWPA U1 for the species, product preservative and 
end use or provided with approved methods of termite pro¬ 
tection. 

2304.12.5 Wood used in retaining walls and cribs. 
Wood installed in retaining or crib walls shall be preserva¬ 
tive treated in accordance with AWPA Ul for soil and 
fresh water use. 

2304.12.6 Attic ventilation. For attic ventilation, see Sec¬ 
tion 1202.2.2. 

2304.12.7 Under-floor ventilation (crawl space). For 
under-floor ventilation (crawl space), see Section 1202.4. 

2304.12.8 Separate wood framing. [SPCB] Correct the 
conditions in frame and stucco walls and similar appurte¬ 
nant construction so that the wood framing is separate 
from the main structure by a complete concrete or 
masonry plug with no voids that will allow infestations to 
enter the structure from the wall. If there is no plug, the 
foundation shall be 2 inches (51 mm) or more above the 
grade levels and at least as high as the adjoining slabs or 
4-inch (102 mm) concrete barrier seat off installed. 

2304.12.9 Earth fills. [SPCB] Separate the earth fills such 
as under porches or paving from all woodwork by concrete, 
masonry, good quality cement plaster or other material 
approved by local building codes. Chemical treatment of 
earth fills is considered adequate if the foundation adjoin¬ 
ing the fill meets standards of the current building codes. 

2304.13 Long-term loading. Wood members supporting 
concrete, masonry or similar materials shall be checked for 
the effects of long-term loading using the provisions of the 
ANSI/AWC NDS. The total deflection, including the effects 
of long-term loading, shall be limited in accordance with Sec¬ 
tion 1604.3.1 for these supported materials. 

Exception: Horizontal wood members supporting 
masonry or concrete nonstructural floor or roof surfacing 
not more than 4 inches (102 mm) thick need not be 
checked for long-term loading. 

322 2019 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE 


